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Before a delightful production of “Alice 
in Wonderland” in November, I had the 
opportunity to eavesdrop on the conversation 
of a young father and his very young son who 
were sitting behind me. The son was filled 
with questions about the theater, the scenery, 
the lighting…everything and was shooting 
them at his father in rapid succession as young 
children do. The father was very patient and 
seemed actually pleased to answer them. Just 
before the show started, the boy asked his 
dad, “Dad, do you think I could be on that 
stage someday?” The father replied, “Yes, you 
could. You could act or sing or dance on that 
stage someday.”  

That, right there, is why we do what we do 
with arts and culture in Aurora. We are more 
than happy to be a place where a father can 
encourage his son to be a dancer and where 
the city provides that opportunity!   

Speaking of opportunity, our feature story 
is also about that: how a consummate and 
Grammy-winning musician decides to share 
his musical gifts with people less fortunate 
through a nonprofit music school while also 
continuing Latino culture.

Nueva Escuela de Música was the first tenant 
at The People’s Building, our newest arts and 
culture center in the city, but certainly not 
the last. We are still taking applications for 
tenants and already taking rental reservations 
for 2018 events. 

In Aurora, a boy can be a dancer and a girl 
can play the saxophone in a banda. To all the 
moms and dads out there – please support 
your sons and daughters when they show an 
interest in the arts! 
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MESSAGE
from the Editors

Harmonizing the 
community one 
note at a time

Armonizando a la
comunidad

NUEVA ESCUELA 
DE the community one note at a MÚSICA 

Any given evening at the city of 
Aurora’s newest arts and culture 
center, The People’s Building, you’ll 
find a mariachi band rehearsing in 
one area of the building, a group 
doing folkloric dance in another 
corner and banda students tuning 
their clarinets and saxophones. Enter 
music school Nueva Escuela de 
Música, a nonprofit making strides to 
“harmonize the community” through 
música.

Nueva Escuela de Música was 
created in 2015 with two principles 
in mind: make learning a musical 
instrument accessible to all while 
continuing the rich cultural, tradition 
of Mexican and Latino roots through 
music. Although most of the music 
subgenres taught there have a Latino 
“flavor,” this school welcomes 
everyone. 

Alonso Leyva, an accomplished 
musician (see Spotlight article on 
page 2), was teaching music in his 
garage when he met Lucy Molina, 
a former nightclub owner. Together, 
alongside fellow instructor David 
Maynez, they started the music 
school out of Molina’s business 
location in Thornton after they saw 
the need for Latino children to learn 
to play musical instruments out of the 
music their parents listen to. Within 
weeks after they started Nueva 
Escuela de Música, the demand 
for more classes and more space 
increased. After other attempts to 
find space in other places failed, they 
were invited to be one of the first 
tenants of The People’s Building, 
which since this summer has become 

Tras una exitosa carrera musical con 
grupos como Banda Coralillo, Beto 
Terrazas (ex vocalista de Montéz 
de Durango) y Los Horóscopos 
de Durango, de giras por México 
y Estados Unidos y de ganar 
importantes premios como el Latin 
Grammy, Alonso Leyva decide 
que es tiempo de una vida menos 
ajetreada y con más sentido. Fue 
así que regresó a dar clases de 
instrumentos musicales desde el 
garaje de su casa, pero la demanda de 
alumnos comenzó a crecer. 

Nueva Escuela de Música nace en 
2015 a partir de esa solicitud de más 
estudiantes por aprender a tocar 
los instrumentos musicales de la 
música que en su casa se escucha, 
de la necesidad de enseñar clases 
en español y con el objetivo de 
continuar la cultura mexicana y 
latina través de la música. La idea 
de esta escuela es “armonizar a la 
comunidad”, según sus fundadores 
Alonso Leyva, Lucy Molina y David 
Maynez.

Meses después y tras un rápido 
crecimiento, la escuela se consolidó 
como una organización sin fines 
de lucro con el fin de así poder 
ayudar a más personas –sus cuotas 
son módicas en comparación con 
las escuelas privadas. Y desde este 
verano, Nueva Escuela de Música 
encontró su nueva casa, el edificio 
The People’s Building de la ciudad 
de Aurora, desde donde más de 80 
estudiantes toman clases de música 
bajo los géneros de banda, norteño y 
mariachi. Así como también clases de 
canto y ballet folclórico. 

continued on page 5 continúa en la página 5



SPOTLIGHT ON: 
Prolific Musician Alonso Leyva
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Alonso Leyva, founder and president 
of Nueva Escuela de Música, a 
nonprofit music school housed in the 
city’s People’s Building, fell in love 
with music at an early age and never 
stopped. At 5, he won his first singing 
contest, by 13 he was already playing 
in his dad’s band, at 16 he started 
teaching musical instruments, and 
during high school he won two national 
Louis Armstrong Jazz awards and two 
state band championships. During 
college, he started producing songs 
and was invited to join a banda group 
out of Chicago, and the national and 
international touring and awards began. 
Levya is a Billboard and Latin Grammy 
winner and plays/teaches at least a 
dozen instruments.

AC: You talk about how you were 
able to develop confidence during 
your middle school years through 
music. Can you tell us more about it?  
AL: I was a quiet and shy kid growing 
up in two cultures and two languages. 
I was bullied at school, but music was 
always there for me. Music not only 
helped me develop more confidence 
since when I would play, I didn’t care if 
it was in front of one person or a large 
group, but also taught me discipline, 
structure and helped me mature and 
grow as a person.  

AC: What inspired you to start 
Nueva Escuela de Música?
AL: Playing, recording and touring 
with famous bands was great. But 
then I felt overwhelmed by too much 
traveling, so I decided to come back 

to the Denver area. I wanted to spend 
more time with my family and friends, 
sleep in my own bed, eat homemade 
food and play songs that I wanted to 
play, not just songs of the bands that I 
was working with. Teaching has been 
natural to me since I was 16, so I went 
back and did it. Word spread that I 
was back in town and teaching. One 
day I thought, “Boy, I was so lucky to 
have lived and to be present at certain 
places at the right time, with the proper 
teachers so that I could learn what I 
know.” And that is why I decided to 
start a music school: so that I can return 
the same favor life and God gave to me.

AC: How do you like having the 
school in The People’s Building and 
what opportunities for growth do you 
see there?
AL: We are very happy here. We feel 
right at home since we are all about 
fostering collaboration and providing 
opportunities. In the short time here, we 
have already evolved. We have added 
mariachi, folkloric dance and a chorus 
group. All our instructors are bilingual so 
we are seeing more non-Latino students 
joining us, which is great. We are here

for everyone! We see this as just the 
beginning! 

AC: What role do you see Nueva 
Escuela de Música playing in 
attracting more people from Spanish-
speaking cultures to experience all of 
the arts in the Aurora Cultural Arts 
District?
AL: We want to reach as many people 
as possible. We also see ourselves as 
a connector between cultures. After 
all, our motto is “harmonizing the 
community.” So we welcome the 
challenge of being pioneers here. 

Nueva Escuela de Música’s 
Winter Recital and Festival
3 to 5:30 p.m.  
Sunday, Dec. 17
The People’s Building
9995 E. Colfax Ave.
Admission: $10
NuevaEscueladeMusica.org
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Annual Gala: Vintage Goes 
Vegas 
$ 6 p.m.
Vintage Theatre 
1468 Dayton St.

Holidays on the Farm
Aurora Dance Arts to perform at 
1 p.m.
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
DeLaney Farm Historic District 

Aurora Singers present  
“Heart of a Child” 
$ Sat. 7 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m.
East Middle School
1275 Fraser St.

Holiday Tree Lighting 
Ceremony
Featuring Aurora Dance Arts, 
Santa and more!
5 – 7 p.m.
Aurora Municipal Center
15151 E. Alameda Parkway

Cultural Concert: Cleo Parker 
Robinson Dance “Granny 
Dances to a Holiday Drum”
Presented by Metropolitan State 
University of Denver and the 
Colorado Folks Arts Council
Noon
Aurora Fox Arts Center
9900 E. Colfax Ave.

Exhibit Opening Reception: 
“Peace in the Universe”
4 – 7:30 p.m.
Downtown Aurora Visual Arts
1405 Florence St.

Closing Day: 18th Annual 
Festival of Wreaths
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Open House at Centennial 
House
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Centennial House
1671 Galena St.

Aurora Symphony Orchestra 
presents “Holiday Celebration” 
$ 3 p.m.
Heritage Event Center
14401 E. Exposition Ave.

Mommie Dearest School of 
Dance and Charm presents 
“Gerald Ashby Tries Ballet” 
$ 7 p.m.
Aurora Fox Arts Center

Exhibit Opening: “US Route 40 
& the American Road Trip”
Aurora History Museum

Ukulele Concert and Talk 
Story
1 – 3 p.m.
Aurora History Museum

Fall Showcase of The Academy 
of Kim Robards Dance
$  3:30 p.m.
The KRD Venue
9990 E. Colfax Ave.

Nueva Escuela de Música 
Winter Recital 
$  3 – 5:30 p.m.
The People’s Building
9995 E. Colfax Ave.

Lecture: Letters to Ann:  
The Korean War 1950-1951 
$  Noon – 1 p.m.
Aurora History Museum

Closing Performance:  
“Hi-Hat Hattie” 
$ 7:30 p.m.
Aurora Fox Arts Center

Visions Performing Arts 
Presents “Rock Da Mic Youth 
Poetry” 
$  3 – 8 p.m.
The People’s Building

 “I’ll Eat You Last: A 
Conversation with Sue 
Mengers” 
$ 7:30 p.m. 
Vintage Theatre
1468 Dayton St.

Cabaret Series and New Year’s 
Eve Celebration Featuring 
Central City Opera
$  7:30 p.m.
Aurora Fox Arts Center

Exhibit Opening Reception: 
“Peace in the Universe”
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18th Annual Festival of 
Wreaths
Aurora History Museum
Through Dec. 8

“Honeymoon in Vegas” 
Vintage Theatre 
$ Through Dec. 17

“US Route 40 & the 
American Road Trip”
Aurora History Museum
Dec.12 – May 6

 “Hi-Hat Hattie” 
Aurora Fox Arts Center
$ Through Dec. 23

APS Student Traveling
Art Show
Aurora Schools Fed. Credit Union
Through Jan. 2

“Peace in the Universe”
DAVA
Through Jan.12

“Red” 
Vintage Theatre 
$ Through Jan. 14

“Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar 
and Grill” 
Vintage Theatre 
$ Jan. 12 – Feb.18

Theatre Esprit Asia presents 
“Fermata”
on tour at Theater Company of 
Lafayette 
$ Jan. 12 – 28

“Hedwig and the Angry Inch” 
Aurora Fox Arts Center
$ Jan. 19 – Feb. 10

“Wings to Satellites:
A History of Buckley Air 
Force Base”
Aurora History Museum
Through June 3

Art 2C on Havana 
Various locations on Havana Street 
between Alameda Avenue and Yale 
Avenue
Through September 2018

ONGOING

Attendees to this exhibition will learn 
about Buckley’s rich and storied history. 
Established just prior to the entry of the 
United States into World War II, the base 
has served the needs of all branches of the 
U.S. Armed Forces over the past 75 years. 
The exhibit runs through June 3.

City of Aurora                    Cultural Program

   a punk rock musical

Text by John Cameron Mitchell
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Trask

Jan. 19 – Feb. 10

Produced Off Broadway by Samjack, Ltd., Susan Brinkley and James B. Freyberg at the 
Jane Street Theatre where it opened February 14, 1998, under the direction of Peter Askin.

Originally produced in New York City by David Binder in association with the
Westbeth Theatre Center, Arnold Engelman, Producing Director.

Tickets Start at $26

AURORA FOX ARTS CENTER
9900 East Colfax Ave.,  Aurora, CO 80010
AuroraFox.org • Box Office 303.739.1970

Polynesian Arts and 
Culture Days

Goshen Carmel
Photography

Opening Night: “Lady Day at 
Emerson’s Bar and Grill”  
Vintage Theatre 
$ 7:30 p.m.

Lecture: Goshen Carmel discusses 
his work photographing refugees 
and immigrants 
$ Noon – 1 p.m.
Aurora History Museum

Opening Night: “Hedwig and the 
Angry Inch” 
$ 7:30 p.m.
Aurora Fox Arts Center

Polynesian Arts and Culture Days
Aurora History Museum
11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Black History Month
Noon
Cultural Concert featuring Cleo Parker 
Robinson Dance and Grand Design. 
Presented by Metropolitan State 
University of Denver and the Colorado 
Folks Arts Council
Aurora Fox Arts Center
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casa for their program serving more than 
80 students. 

“We are very happy with this opportunity 
the city (of Aurora) has given us,” Leyva 
said. “They take us into consideration and 
we sit down for conversations,” added 
Molina. “We are thankful for all the 
support and love we get here.”

In a way, Nueva Escuela de Música is like 
any other music school: students come 
for private or small-group instruction 
and then are sent home with exercises to 
practice that week. What makes Nueva 
Escuela different—besides the mission-
driven philosophy, hence the affordable 
fees and the sense of collaboration—are 
the music subgenres and instruments 
with a Latino flavor taught there, and 
the fact that the leadership also believes 
they are cultivating talent as a potential 
professional career for the students. 

All this is done in a strong sense of 
community environment.  

In its short time at The People’s Building, 
Nueva Escuela de Música is becoming 
a community hub. Parents waiting for 
their children are also taking free classes 
in Spanish as they wait, such as GED, 
financial literacy,  health and makeup.  And 
that’s just the beginning. 

The demand for more classes and the 
creativity of the school leaders have 
resulted in diversifying: from the 
original intent of just teaching banda 
style, now they also offer mariachi and 
norteño programs alongside a dance 
program with Mexican folkloric dance. 
They are also adding singing with the 
development of a choral group. All of 
them will perform at the winter party 
and recital on Dec. 17 where the public 
is welcome to attend. Entrance to this 
fiesta is only $10 per person.

El ambiente y en la escuela y su 
estilo promueven la colaboración y la 
creatividad. También la oportunidad. 
Leyva y Molina consideran que 
esta escuela tiene todo el potencial 
para ser semillero de nuevos 
talentos musicales a nivel nacional o 
internacional como el mismo Leyva 
lo ha sido. 

Tres veces al año, la escuela ofrece 
un festival y concierto donde los 
estudiantes presentan su trabajo. El 
próximo evento será el domingo 
17 de diciembre y todos son 
bienvenidos. El costo de admisión 
es de solo $10 por persona. Para 
más detalles sobre esta escuela que 
busca armonizar a la comunidad 
a través de la música, visite 
NuevaEscuelaDeMusica.org.

continued from page 1 viene de la página 5

This year’s Art 2C on Havana temporary 
sculpture exhibition welcomed a dozen 
artists to exhibit 13 sculptures along 
Aurora’s ever busy street. 

The collection includes brightly colored 
“Geisel Grass,” eclectic “Dancing 
Rollers” and lively red “Spiral Blooms 
#5 Red Buds and Meanders.” Humorous 
figures like “Harley Wrangler” and 
“Court Jester of Space” will rope you 
in while others like the kinetic “World 
Wide Web” speak about the world around 
us. “Ambiguous Family” uses old car 
hoods to speak to the viewer about justice 
and the impact one makes in the world. 
“Effloresce,” with multi-colored flower 
petals, and “Taksati,” an earth color tone 
and curvy sculpture, were created by the 
same artist. Main Street at the Gardens on 
Havana features “Peace Strings” with its 
three white birds. 

The artists were selected by a panel 
including City Council Members Charlie 
Richardson and Marsha Berzins, Art 
in Public Places Commissioners Susan 
Bruce and Glenna Hale, Cultural Affairs 
Commissioner Mary Mollicone, artists 
and neighbors Emma Chambers and 
Phyllis Rider, and On Havana Street 
Executive Director Gayle Jetchick.

With all these beautiful sculptures come 
prizes for the leading artists. The Art in 
Public Places Commissioners served 
as award judges and choose the top 
three sculptures based on composition, 
craftsmanship and support of the goals 
of the Havana Business Improvement 
District. First place ($1,250) went to 
Shohini Ghosh from Littleton for her 
bronze sculpture “Gossip” located at the 
entrance of M-Mart. For second place, 
there was a tie between Rollin Karg’s 

metal and glass piece “Catano’s Son,” 
located at Havana Tower and Jodie 
Bliss’s sculpture “Picasso’s Violin,” 
located at Concorde Healthcare Training. 
They shared the second and third place 
prizes, each receiving $625.

Jetchick organized the Art 2C Gala 2017 
with a barbecue, square dancing and a 
celebration of this year’s participating 
artists in early November at The Outpost. 

Art 2C on Havana is possible thanks to 
the great partnership between the city’s 
Art in Public Places and On Havana 
Street.

Don’t forget to take a look at all the 
sculptures from now until September 
2018 along Havana Street. 

art
on

havana
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Always striving toward growth, 
creativity and new experiences for 
dance students, Aurora Dance Arts—a 
program of the city’s Cultural Services 
Division—embarked upon a journey 
into the whimsical world of “Alice in 
Wonderland.” This amazing process and 
resulting production proved to be quite a 
fantastic voyage. 

This particular story was carefully 
selected for the peculiar characters and 
distinctive imagery, as well as kooky 
characters that allowed for casting of 
dancers representing many different 

ages and levels. Variety and uniqueness 
are also significant aspects of Aurora 
Dance Arts’ mission, especially within 
the scope of the fall productions, and 
“Alice in Wonderland” emerged as the 
perfect platform to create an uncommon 
production with this mission in mind. The 
production allowed for the presentation 
of many dance genres and entrancing 
musical selections. Each creative team 
member –including choreographers, 
the costume designer and the lighting 
designer–were allowed individual artistic 
freedom to breathe life into this classic 
tale while also working collaboratively 

with the director toward a cohesive vision 
of what “Wonderland” means to Aurora 
Dance Arts.

Taking on a brand new production 
that requires entirely new sets, props, 
costumes, musical selections and 
choreography within a very short 
rehearsal period was ambitious, to say the 
least. However, with a cast of 67 talented 
young dancers and an enthusiastic team 
of creative and dedicated staff, Alice’s 
journey down the rabbit hole with Aurora 
Dance Arts was simply MAGICAL!

Captures Hearts with
“Alice in Wonderland” 

CELEBRATE 
NEW YEAR’S

AURORA DANCE ARTS

December and January is a busy 
but fun time at The Aurora Fox Arts 
Center. The Fox’s production of “Hi-
Hat Hattie” continues its run through 
Dec. 23. Starring Aurora Fox favorite 
Anna Maria High, “Hi-Hat Hattie” is 
biographical musical tour-de-force about 
entertainment legend Hattie McDaniel, 
best known for winning an Academy 
Award for her portrayal of Mammy in 
“Gone with the Wind.” Performance at 
7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays 
and at 2 p.m. Sundays. 
On Dec. 31, the Aurora Fox Cabaret 
Series presents “New Year’s Eve at 
The Fox,” in partnership with Central 

City Opera. Ring in the New Year with 
“Winter Song,” a marvelous mix of 
favorite tunes from jazz standards to light 
opera, performed by classical crossover 
artists direct from the nation’s fifth oldest 
professional opera company.
Stuffy? No way! Having starred in 
venues from Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts’ Galleria Theatre and 
the Arvada Center to the Central City 
Opera House, these artists know their 
way around a Sinatra song or a Broadway 
blockbuster just as well as an operatic 
love duet. Warm up a cold winter’s eve 
with a little romance, a little laughter and 
a whole lot of song! But the festivities 

do not have to end there. Stay after 
the concert to revel some more while 
mingling with the artists at a champagne 
and dessert reception in the Studio 
Theatre. 
Tickets for “New Year’s Eve at The 
Fox” are just $22 or $50 for the show 
plus reception, and can be purchased at 
AuroraFox.org or 303.739.1970.
2018 kicks off strong with cult favorite 
and multiple Tony Award-winning 
“Hedwig and the Angry Inch,” playing 
from Jan. 19 to Feb. 10, followed by 
the comedy-drama “Real Women Have 
Curves” (Feb. 23 to March 28).

Aurora Fox partners with Central City Opera at The Fox
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CULTURAL 
SERVICES 
DIVISION
AuroraGov.org/Arts
cultural@auroragov.org

Art in Public Places
303.739.6747

Aurora Fox Arts 
Center Box Office
303.739.1970

Aurora History 
Museum
303.739.6660 

Bicentennial Art 
Center
303.344.1776 

Classes: Aurora 
Dance Arts
303.326.8308

Classes: Pottery, 
Theatre, Music and 
Visual Arts
303.326.8650

People’s Building
303.739.6670

Grab a bite to eat, fill up your tank and take 
a trip through the history of the motels, 
restaurants and gas stations that lined Colfax 
Avenue since the rise of the automobile and 
the American road trip. Beginning Dec. 12, 
the Aurora History Museum will open a new 
exhibition titled: “US Route 40 and The 
American Road Trip.” 
The end of World War II offered adventurous 
middle class Americans the freedom to travel 
by automobile, and the motels that lined the 
highways provided these travelers the com-
forts of home. The Aurora History Museum 
will take you back to the heyday of Route 40 
when the glittering neon signs and sparkling 
pools in Aurora welcomed the tourists head-
ing towards the Rocky Mountains. 
By the early 1960s, there were over 50 
motels located on Colfax Avenue between 
Tower Road and Yosemite Street, twice the 
number seen 20 years earlier. Local restau-
rants stayed open around the clock and 
offered home-cooked meals to lure tourists, 
and fueling stations were ready with gasoline 
and repair services for any unforeseen issues 
encountered while on vacation.

Museum staff has gathered some interesting 
stories and photographs to showcase in the 
exhibition by working with former business 
owners and their families, as well as with 
local Colfax Avenue historian Jonny Barber. 
For example, visitors will be able to see “A 
Bit of Old Mexico” from The Yucca restau-
rant’s menu of the 1950s or learn about the 
top acts that entertained locals and tourists 
alike at the Zanza Bar and the Four Seasons 
Nightclub. In other words, attendees will 
learn more about Aurora’s place in the Great 
American Road Trip. 
Longtime Aurora residents are encouraged 
to contact the museum staff to share their 
memories of Colfax Avenue. Please check 
website for upcoming programs associated 
with the exhibit, which will run from Dec. 
12 to May 6. 
Admission to the Aurora History Museum, 
15051 E. Alameda Parkway, is always free. 
For more information, call 303.739.6660 or 
visit AuroraMuseum.org.  

History of Colfax Avenue
at the Aurora History Museum

EXPLORE THE 
Chris Mauer’s Town House Restaurant and Fireside Lounge, formerly located at 12100 E. Colfax Ave., southeast corner of Peo-
ria Street. Circa 1955. Photo courtesy of colfaxavenue.com




